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Liberal gay activist screening applicants at Defense Dept.

Carney, Timothy P

Defense SecretaryDonald Rumsfeld has hired a prominent liberal homosexual rights activistand gays-inthe-militaiy
advocate-who has also contributedto a number of liberal Democratic political candidatesin recent years-toscreen applicants
for positions in the Bush Administration Defense Department.

Stephen E. Herbitshas been "employed as a consultant"working as "a special assistant to the secretary," said Pentagon

spokesman Lt. Col. WilletteCarter. Asource in Rumsfeld'sofficeconfirmed that Herbits is screening job applicants.

AfterHerbits' hire wasfirst reportedApril10on the HUMAN EVENTs website (www.HumanEventsOnline.com), Herbits spoke
to the Centerfor the StudyofSexual Minorities in the Military, who confirmed that he "will be screeningcivilian applicantsfor
top Pentagon positions."

The fox is in the henhouse," saidthe Rev. Lou Sheldon, chairman ofthe Traditional Values Coalition, capturing the dismay that
many conservatives feel regarding Herbits' post.

Prior to arrivingat the BushDefense Department, Herbitswasa senior counselorat Window Communications, a public
relations firm. One of his partners there was leftist David Mixner, also a prominent homosexual activist, who was a close

associate of President Clinton and whose liberal activism stretches back decades. Mbcner first came to public attention for
organizing the 1969Marchon Washington in oppositionto the VietnamWar. William Wayboum,president ofWindow Media,
which owns the Washington Bladeand NewYorkBlade News,was also a partner of Herbits at WindowCommunications.

Herbits, according to a biography postedbyWindow Communications, was"anoriginal memberof the Gayand Lesbian

Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)."

"Mr. Herbits," says the biography, "hasworked behindthe scenes on importantpublic policy issues including gays in the
military, creating an on-going dialogue among gaywriters, and in raising fundsfor numerous gayand lesbiancommunity
organizations."

In a 1993 bookreview for the New York Times on the topicofhomosexuals in the military, Herbits wrote: "No single issue
morepoignantly snapsour armedforces intothe 21st Century than the question ofwhetherhomosexuals should bepermitted to
serveopenly in their ranks.Ourmilitary cannotafford to straylongfrom the society it defends; the pressuresfor it to catchup
are mounting within and without."

In the review,Herbits lauds author Randy Shilts' "overwhelmingconclusion"that "barriers to open gay and lesbian servicein
the military will come down."

Heibits, for 20 years an executiveat Seagram's, worked in Rimisfeld'sfirst Defense Department in the Nixonyears and
recruited civiliansfor the department under Secretary DickCheneyduring the first BushAdministration. A1989 Washington

Post article described Cheney and Herbits as "longtime friend[s]."

Federal Election Commission records posted by the Center for Responsive Politics indicate that Herbits has contributed over the

years to Democratic candidates and. the Democratic National Committee (DNC). In the 2000 election cycle, for example, he

gave $13,000 to the DNC and $3,750 to Democratic candidates for House and Senate seats. He gave no reported contributions

to Republican candidates during the 2000 election cycle.
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Herbits gave $400totheGay andLesbian Victory Fund in1994, and,in1998, hecontributed $1,500 to thecampaign of
Democrat Mai:garethe Cammermeyer, whoran againstconservative GOP stalwartJack Metcalf in Washington State.
Cammermeyerwas discharged from the Army after admitting her homosexuality in 1989.

In pastelections, Herbits hasgiven to several Republicans. In 1991, hecontributed to President George H.W. Bush's reelection
campaign.In 1995,he contributed to the presidential campaignof Lamar.Alexander, and, in 1997,he contributed to then-Sen.
Alfonse D'Amato (N.Y.). Since 1992, Herbits' FEC reports show $20,500 ingifts to Democrats and$3,000to Republicans.

In the late '60s,Herbits wasa staffer forthe Wednesday Group-an organization ofliberal Republican House members-and in
the early '70s, he worked for liberal Sen. Robert Stafford (R.-Vt).

Conservative activistsreacted with puzzlementand dismayto the newsof Herbits' personnel activitiesat Defense. Elaine
Donnelly, who heads theCenterforMilitaiy Readiness, wondered ifHerbits would approve applicants setonenforcing the
current law. It isvery disturbing toseesomeone who isscreening applicants at theDefense Department who isprobably,
based onthebiography, asupporter not justofClinton's regulation butofsomething beyond that: open homosexuality inthe
military."

Robert H.Knight, director oftheCulture andFamily Institute, was more blunt: Tou have toaskyourselfwhy theBush
Administration is going out of its wayto promotehomosexuality, becausethat's what this is about."

During lastfall's campaign, Bush expressed hisapproval ofthe Clinton policy. "Isupportthe current D̂on'task, don'ttell'
policy crafted byGen. Colin Powell regarding homosexuals inthemilitary," anOctober 29Associated Press report quoted Birsh
as saying.

Knight said. If [Bush] puts ahomosexual activist ina position ofpower over appointments, you are guaranteeing abuildup of
pressure withinthe Pentagonto relaxthe policy againsthavingopen homosexuals in the ArmedForces."

ForKnight, however, Herbits' employment raises issues beyond that ofhomosexuals in the.military. "This flies intheface of
this administration's talk about family values. People are policy, andappointing a homosexual activist into a sensitive position
inwhich jobapplicants vrill bescreened, arebeing screened, isantithetical to a pro-family— values position."

Retired Army Lt Col. Robert Magirmis, who nowworks at the Family Research Council, triedto assume thebestaboutthehire.
"Iwould hope, thatitcommunicates thatthey arenaive," hesaid ofRumsfeld andBush, "but... that's probably notthecase."
Still hopeful thatneither Bush norRumsfeld.was trying tomake a pro-homosexual statement with this appointment, Maginnis
said, "Ithink thatitwould appear thatitgoes back to maybe a good experience thatRtunsfeld hadwith thisguy andsays,
'Yeah bring himaboard. He's notgoing to promote hishomosexual agenda.' But theguy's gota clear record ofdoing that."

Sheldon said, "This is no mistake."

Herbitshas been quiteopen abouthis advocacy ofhomosexual causes. TheHerbitsbiographyon the Window Communications

website says, "Inaddition to guiding Seagram's well-known andsuccessful marketing to the gayandlesbian community, Mr.
Herbitswasactivein numerous-gayand lesbianorganizations in NewYorkand nationally."

Maginnis worried that Herbits might block conservative applicants, orjob-seekers who havespoken outagainst open
homosexuals in the military. "All ofa sudden now the Republicans arebringing someone intothat position who isactually
perhaps gomg to saythumbs-up or thumbs-down. Clearly ifI were to beconsidered in the Pentagon-and I was, mynamewas in
the hopper-this guywouldgiveme a thumbs-downbecauseof mylong and outspoken record."

Maginnis, whosa}^ he is still under consideration for an administrationjob, althoughnot at the Pentagon, said, "I would
imaginethat someonewhohas been supportingthe Democrats and has deariy been in support ofthe gayrights
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movement-especially the military gay rights movement-is not going to like people who uphold the law, such as myself."

Current law states: "A member of the armed forces shall be separated from the armed forces under regulations prescribed by

the Secretary of Defense if... the member has engaged m, attempted to engage in, or solicited another to engage in a homosexual

act or acts... the member has stated that he or she is a homosexual or bisexual, or words to that effect... [or] die member has

married or attempted to marry a person known to be of the same biological sex." The Clinton Administration has interpreted
this law into its current "Don't ask, don't tell" policy.

On Thursday,April 12,conservativeleaders met at the FamilyResearchCounciland discussed the Herbits appointment along
with that of homosexual activist Scott H. Evertz to head the White House Officeof National AIDS Policy."We dont see these as

isolated incidents," said FRCspokeswoman Heather Cirmo. "This is a pattern."

Herbits did not take or return calls from HUMAN EVENTs placed to his Defense Department ofGce.
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Personal attacks cannot tarnish career ofPent^on aide

Stephen E.Herbits doesnotneed
a Marine such as myself to come to
his defense against the "personal
attack" story "GayPentagon aide's
naming irks right" (Nation, April
13).He has served this nation in a
civilian capacity with distinction
for more tiian 30 years. .

Atage26, Mr. Herbits wasoneof
the brilliant behind-the-scenes
architects of PresidentNixon's 1969
Gates Commission, which devel
opeda plantomove fromconscrip
tion to an all-volunteer military. He
also happens to be one of the key
people who helped Secretary of
Defense Richard B. Cheney assem
ble one of the most talented Penta
gon staffs in 1989 —having served
a previous secretary of defense
equallywell a decade earlier.

From initial results, it is clear
Mr. Herbits is bringing his consid
erable talents to bear in helping
Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld with the extremely diffi
cultjobofrecruiting the caliber of
leaders necessary to transform the
Pentagon for the 21st century.

I had the privilege of working
with Mr. Herbits when I was the
staff director of the Senate Armed
Services Committee when Sen.
Sam Nunn was chairman. On the
first occasion,Mr. Herbits worked
with the committee as Mr. Cheney
was setting up his Pentagon. A
highly successful businessman m
his own right, Mr. Herbits was

thoughtful and informed in his
approach toall matters,producing
the desired results in an effective
manner. . ,

On the second occasion, the Clin-,
ton administration attempted to lift
the ban on homosexuals serving in
the military. Mr.Nunn,myself and
others were strongly opposed to
this attempt, and our position was
ultimately codified in the law. Mr.
Herbits was most helpful to me in
helping the committee to under
stand how to craft a series of hear
ings to insure all viewpoints were
heard and respected without the
emotionalism exhibited in your
article.

I remain strongly opposed to lift
ingthebanonhomosexuals serving
in the military and am not aware of
any serious effort either in the
administration or in Congress to
changethat. The writer of the col
umn is painting shadows.

I certainly don't agree with the
Rev.Louis P.Sheldon, who says that
Mr. Herbits' service is a "slap in the
face" to our service personnel.

I have had the great privilege of
serving in uniform fpr more than
32 years, and I look forward to
servingforseveralmore.Oneofthe
genuine rewards of service is see
ing that our military protects the
rights and freedoms of patriotic
Americans such as Mr. Herbits,
who continues to make significant
contributions to our national

defense—just likemyfather did by
fighting in World War II.

I am greatly reassured that Mr.
Herbits is assisting Mr. Rumsfeld
with keypersonnel,organization^
and other decisions. The nation arid
our military will be better for it..

MAJ. GEN. ARNOLD PtJNARO
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
McLean



Liberal Gay Activist Screening Applicants at Defense Dept.
By Timothy P. Carney

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has hired a
prominent liberalhomosexual rightsactivistand gays-in-
the-mililary advocatc—who has also contributed to a
number of liberal Democratic political candidates in
recent years—to screen applicants for positions in the
Bush Administration Defense Department.

Stephen E. Herbits has been "employed as a consult
ant" working as "a special assistant to the secretary," said
Pentagonspo|tcsman Lt. Col. WilletteCarter. A sourcc in
RiJmsfcId's office confirmed that Herbits is screening job
applicants.

After Herbits' hire was first reported April 10 on the
Hum/\n Events website (www.HumanEventsOnhne.com),
Herbits spoke to the Center for the Study of Sexual.
Minorities in the Military, who confirmed that he "will be
screening civilian applicants fortopPentagon positions."

"Tlie fox is in the henhouse," said the Rev. Lou
Sheldon, chairman of the Traditional Values Coalition,
capturing the dismay thatmanyconservatives feelregard
ing Herbits'post.

Prior to arriving at the Bush Defense Department,
Herbits was a senior counselor at Window Communi
cations, a public relations firm. One of his partners tliere
was leftist David Mixner, also a prominent homosexual
activist, who was a close associate of President Clinton and •
whose liberal activism stretches back decades. Mixner first
came to publicattention for organizing the 1969March on
Washington in opposition to the Vietnam War. William
Wayboum, president of Window Media, which owns the
Washington Blade and New YorkBlade News, was also a
partnerof Herbitsat Window Communications.

Herbits, according to a biography posted by Window
Communications, was"an originalmemberof (heGay and
LesbianAllianceAgainst Defamation (GLAAD)."

"Mr. Herbits." says the biography, "has worked behind
thesceneson important publicpolicyissuesincludinggays .
in the military, creating an on-going dialogue among gay
writers, and in raising funds for numerous gay and lesbian
community organizations."

In a 1993 book review for the New York Tiiues on tlic
topic of homosexuals in the military, Herbits wrote: "No
single issue more poignantly snaps our armed forces into
the21stCentury than thequestion of whether homosexuals
should be pemiitted loserve openly in theirranks. Ourmil
itarycannotaffordto straylong fromthesocietyil.dcfcnds;
the prcs-sures for it lo catch up are mounting within and
without."

In the review, Herbits lauds author Randy Shilts' "over
whelming,conclusion" that "barriers to open gay and les
bian service in the military will come down."

Herbits.for 20 yearsan e.\ecutiveat Seagram's,worked
in Rumsfeld's first DefenseDepartment in the Nixon years
and recruited civilians for the department under Sccretaiy
Dick Cheneyduring the first BushAdministration. A 1989
Washington Post article described Cheney and Herbits as
"longtime friend[sj."

Federal Election Commission records posted by the
CenterforResponsive Politics indicatetliatHerbitshascon
tributed over the years to Democratic candidates and the
Democratic National Committee (DNC). In the 2000 elec
tion cycle, for example, he gave $13,000 lo the DNC and
$3,750 to Democratic candidates for House and Senate
scats. Hegaveno reported contributions to Republican can
didates during the 2000 election cycle.

•Herbitsgave $400 to theGay and LesbianVictoryFund
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in 1994. and, in 1998, he contributed $1,500 to die cam
paign of Democrat Margarethe Cammermeyer, who ran
against conservative GOP stalwart Jack Melcalf in
Washington State. Cammermeyer was discharged from the
Army after admitting her homosexuality in 1989.

In past elections, Herbits has given to several
Republicans. In 1991, he contributed to President George
H. W.Bush'sreelection campaTgn. In 1995, hecontributed
to the presidential campaign of Lamar Ale.xander, and, in •
1997, he contributed lo then-Sen. Alfonse D'Amato (N.Y.).
Since 1992, Herbits"FEC reports show $20,500 in gifts lo
Denwcrats and $3,(XX) to Republicans.

In the late '60s, Herbits was a stalTer for llie Wednesday
Group—an organization of liberal Republican House mem
bers—and in the early '70s. he worked for liberal Sen.
Robert Stafford (R.-Vt.).

Conservative activists reacted with puzzlement and dis
may to tlienewsof Herbits'personnel activities at Defense.'
Elaine Donnelly, who heads the Center for Military
Readiness; wondered if Herbits would approve applicants
sel on enforcing the current law. "It is very disturbing lo
see someone who is screening applicants at the Defense
Departmentwho isprobably, basedon thebiography, a sup
porter not just of Clinton's regulation bui of something
beyond that: open homosexuality in ihe military."

Robert H. Knighl, director of the Culture and Family
Institute, was more blunt: "You have to ask yourself why
the Bush Administration is going out of its way to promote
homosexuality, because that's what this is about."

During last fall's campaign. Bush expressed his
approval of the Clinton policy. "I support the current
'Don't ask, don't tell' policy craftedby Gen. Colin Powell
regarding homosexuals in the military." an October 29
Associated Press report quoted Bush as saying.

Knight said, "If [Bush]puts a homosexual activist in a
position of poweroverappointments, youareguaranteeing
a buildupof pressurewithin the Pentagon to relax the poli
cy againsthavingopenhomosexuals in theArmedForces."

For Knight,however. Herbits'employment raises issues
beyond thatof homosexuals in ihc military. -This flies in
the face of this administration's talk about family values.
People are policy, and appointing a homosexual activist .
into a sensitive position in which job applicants will be
screened, arebeingscreened, is antithetical loa pro-family-
values po-sition."

Retired. Army Lt. Col. Robert Maginnis, who now
works at the Family Research Council, tried lo assume the
best aboul the hire. "I would hope that il communicalcs
that they are naYve." he said of Rumsfeld and Busli, "but
.. . that's probably not the case." Siill hopeful (h;it neither
Bush nor Rumsfeld was trying to moke a pro-homosexual
statement with this appointmenl. Maginnis said, "I think
that it would appear that it goes back lo maybe a good
experience that Rumsfeld had with this guy and says,
•Yeah bring him aboard. He's not going lo promote his
homosexual agenda." But the guy's got a clear record of
doing that."

Sheldon said, "This is no mistake."
Herbits has been quite open about his advocacy of

homosexual causes. The Herbits biography on the
Window Communications website says, "In addition lo
guiding Seagram's well-known and successful marketing
to the gay and lesbian communiiy, Mr. Herbits was active
in numerous gay and lesbian organizations in New York
and nationally."

Donald Rumsfeld

- Maginnis worried that Herbits might block conservative •
applicants, or job-seekers who have spoken out against
open homosexuals in the military. "All of a sudden now ihe
Republicans are bringing someone into that position who is
actually perhaps going to say thumbs-up or thumbs-down.
Clearly if I were lo be considered in the Pentagon—and I
was, my name was in the hopper—this guy would give me
a thumbs-down because of my long and outspoken record."

Maginnis, who says he is still under consideration for an
administration job. although not at the Pentagon, said, "I
would imagine that someonewho has been supporting the
Democratsand has clearlybeenin supportof thegay rights,
movement—especially the military gay rights move
ment—is not going to like people who uphold the law, such
as myself."

Current law stales: "A member of the aniicd forces shall

be separated from the armed forces under regulations pre
scribed by the Secretary of Defense if.... Ihe member has
engaged in. allempled to engage in, or solicited another to
engage in a homosexual act or acts ... the member has stat
ed that he or she is a homosexual or bisexual, or words to

that effect.... [or] Ihe member has married or allempled to
marry a person known to be of Ihe same biological sex."
The ClintonAdministration has interpreled this law into its
current "Don't ask, don't tell" policy.

On Thursday, April 12. conservative, leaders met at the
Family Research Council and discussed the Herbits
appointmenl along with thatof homosexual activistScotlH.
Evertz lo head ihe White House Office of National AIDS
Policy. "Wedon't see theseas isolated incidenls." said FRC
spokeswoman Headier Cirmo. "This is a paltem."'

Herbits did not take or return calls from Human Events

placed to his Defense Department office.


